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Rapid diagnostics for COVID-19: manufacturable in Africa to increase affordability, improve
epidemic preparedness and strengthen local resilience

Deliverable report

Deliverable number 5.4

5/ Proof of Concept Serological Test Development Using Single - Chain
Antibody Fragments (scFvs)

Testing pre-screened clinical serum samples with AfriMx
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1 Statusofthe Deliverable

The original proposal explored the potential of the scFvs and antigens generated in D5.1 and D5.2 as
forming the basis of a routine screening assay either/or ELISA /lateral flow test. This aspect was proposed
as an ambitious goal within the overall project. In D5.3, the SOP for production was further developed
ready for transfer to Ghana. However, the delays with the NAT clinical trial (described in other WPs) put
the immunoassay behind and towards the end of the project, there was a fall off in available samples.

This deliverable has not been completed.

2 Summary of the results

As a result of successful completion of D5.1, D5.2 and D5.3, we are now in a position to develop these
assays in Ghana. Importantly, this work will now be able to continue as part of a project we have
established in collaboration with NMIMR and Dr Kofi Bon (funded by Royal Society UK).

3 Description of work performed and obtained results

In the time available, all the basic components for assay development are now in place and these are now
being used for further development of LF and ELISA based assays.
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